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Federation tech hot on the trail
of opening ovens on Shabbos
Naftoli Hirsch

A gadget which helps resolve
the problem of opening oven doors
on Shabbos has been launched by
FedTech, the Federation Beis Din’s
department
for
Technology
and
Halocho.
The
customdesigned ‘indicator light kit’ is a small
device that has been manufactured
with the specific goal of resolving
the Shemiras Shabbos concerns.
Rabbi Yisroel Moshe Guttentag,
who oversees FedTech, has been
explaining the need for the device.
“Many ovens have recently made
their way to the general market,
sporting a designated ‘Sabbathsetting’ feature,” he said. “These
Shabbos modes do not necessarily
resolve all of the shailos involved in
opening the oven door on Shabbos.
In the past, many people would set a

timer and remove food only after the
timer had gone off. When the oven
is working, opening the door will
potentially cause the heating element
to come on sooner. The way to avoid
this shaila, as advised by the author of
Shemiras Shabbos KeHilchoso and
other leading poskim, is to open the
door only when the heating element
is already on.”
Mr Dovid Gurwicz, a noted
engineer in Gateshead, has acted
as FedTech’s consultant engineer on
this project. Mr Gurwicz has provided
expert advice on a vast range of
technological issues and the current
device is his brainchild.
He explains: “The device has been
designed to light up every time the
oven’s heating element is turned on.
It is really a very simple design.”
Mr Gershon Morris of Manchester,
a systems’ engineer known best for

his MadeSafer hotplate, has further
developed the design; it is his
company which is manufacturing the
new device. This has been done in
a manner that ensures the oven’s
warranty is not affected.
Rebbetzen Yael Hamer of Finchley
Central Federation shul volunteered
her oven for the first prototype
fittings. She commented: “I was
disappointed not to be able to use
the “Sabbath-setting” on my oven.
Now that the indicator has been
installed, I can use the oven easily.
It is neatly fitted and inconspicuous
and I can use it for both Friday
night and Shabbos day.”
FedTech recommends that
members of the public get in
touch before deciding on which
oven to buy, as some ovens
have been manufactured with
design flaws that seriously

Mr Gurwicz and Rabbi Guttentag with the new Shabbos oven
indicator light device
affect Shemiras Shabbos. In some
Initial interest in the indicator kit
cases, the heating elements will be has been on an international level,
switched off as soon as the door is and the Federation hopes to take
opened, and the new device will its concept and knowledge to as
not assist in preventing this.
wide an audience as possible.

Landmark ceremony for Beis
Yaakov
Shaya Steinberg

Beis Yaakov Girls School,
North London has been
celebrating a ‘kvias mezuzah’
ceremony at its new interim home
in Amhurst Park, It was attended
by the Viznitzer Rebbe, the nasi
of the mosod, Rav Yosef Padwa,
the newly-appointed sgan nasi
and head of the Vaad HoRuchni,
the Tchaber Rov, the Gerrer
Rosh Yeshiva Rav Yaakov Meir
Rosenbaum, the Rav of Chevrah
Shas Rabbi Shlomo Meisels
amongst other distinguished
rabbanim and guests.
Any visitor would be most
impressed by the high level of
aesthetics and attention to detail

that has been
invested to turn
the building into a
first-class modern
school, allowing
the children to
develop and thrive
in beautiful and
natural settings.
Beis
Yaakov
has much to be
proud of. Governed
and administered
by parents of the
school, it is being led by a group
of dedicated individuals who are
committed with a singular focus:
to give our children the best
possible chinuch.
With an amazing set of teachers
and staff, and led by a devoted
head Mrs Barwin, the results
speak for themselves. The
heads have been instrumental
in guiding and directing every
department towards achieving
a perfect blend of both Kodesh
and Chol studies in a positive
and pleasant environment.
A recent Ofsted inspection
reinforced this, by highlighting
that the ‘new Headteacher has
a clear vision for the school
which is shared by parents,
staff and pupils’.

The report also referenced
how parents of the children are
overwhelmingly
supportive
of the school. All those who
responded to Ofsted’s online
questionnaire, Parent View,
commented positively about the
quality of provision. One parent
wrote, “Beis Yaakov meets all my
expectations and more. I never
knew that the school could put
so much love, care and attention
into each individual child.
My daughter looks forward to
seeing her caring teachers who
provide such a calm yet exciting
environment.”
From the outset Beis Yaakov
has looked to remain strong to
its founding ethos: namely to
instil Torah values into the next
generation of girls and to provide
an outstanding education in both

kodesh and secular studies to
help its pupils achieve universal
academic success. Specific
emphasis is placed on providing
every child with the fundamentals
of derech eretz, middos tovos and
Ahavas Yisroel.
The school has been growing
steadily, but until recently was
housed in converted portakabins
on the site of the former Avigdor
School which were adapted for
the pupils’ benefit. Whilst this
arrangement was satisfactory in
its initial years, as the school roster
increased it became obvious that a
purpose-built building was vital
to allow the school to develop
to its next stage. New premises
were urgently needed- and after
extensive efforts on behalf of the
trustees and governors, BYGS
moved in to its current location.

