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The crowd at the London Chaburah melaveh malkah.

New Federation Cemetery Given
Green Light by Mayor of London
The Federation has been given the
green light to proceed with works on the
land designated as its third cemetery, on
Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, by the office
of the Mayor of London, Mr. Sadiq Khan.
The 11-acre plot was purchased by the
Federation with planning permission for
a cemetery already in place. However, it
sought amendments to the permission
in order to make it more appropriate as
a burial ground for the frum kehillah. It
will be the first cemetery in North West
London to tailor its services to the strictly
Orthodox community.
In April 2016, after a battle to
override
the
recommendations
of

local planning officers, Barnet Council
granted permission for the Federation
to erect upright headstones in the new
cemetery. However, the organisation took
the decision to go back to the planning
committee to obtain further permission to
make changes to the layout of the cemetery
and the design of the building.
These amendments were approved by
the council in July 2018, pending signoff by Mayor Khan. Last week the mayor
affirmed the council’s decision, and
planning permission has now been granted
in full.
The Federation trustees and its
Continued on page 42

Interlink in Barnet:
Building Partnerships and
Supporting Local Charities
Keeping chareidi local groups informed
about important developments in local
policies and services is part of Interlink’s
ongoing work. Since 2016 Interlink has a
branch in North West London, run by a North
West London management committee
and staff, and has helped community
charities raise over £225,000 of funding.
Interlink brings other benefits to charities
and the community that are not funding
related but are at least as important, such
as contributing input to how Barnet runs
services for our community and building
better connections with the council.

Recently, Interlink led on publicizing
Barnet’s consultation on short breaks
to disabled children. Short breaks are a
lifeline for families, providing funding for
services for children with disabilities such
as holiday programmes, respite camps and
after-school activities. However, many
Orthodox Jewish families in Barnet cannot
take advantage of short breaks, as they
cannot use the funding for activities in
the frum community. Interlink has been
raising this issue with Barnet and, together
with Kef and other providers, publicised
Continued on page 41
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Jewish Man Walking to Shul Assaulted on 13th Avenue
YOCHONON DONN

BORO PARK — A Jewish man walking to

shul Sunday morning was assaulted in a
seemingly random attack by a passing car
service driver with a history of violence in
what some are calling a hate crime.
Multiple videos of the assault show Lipa
Schwartz, the 62-year-old victim, standing on 13th Ave. and 46th Street and holding his tallis bag when a Lincoln Town Car
from Church Ave. Car Service pulls up.
The driver, Afzal Farrukh of Staten Island,
runs out, approaches Mr. Schwartz and
begins beating him. The victim runs off in an
attempt to escape and falls onto the avenue.

Farrukh, 37, grabbed Mr. Schwartz and
continued beating and shoving him for
about 25 seconds until another Jewish man
approached. The assailant then dropped his
victim and chased the second Jew, who ran
onto a city bus waiting by a red light.
Members of the Boro Park Shomrim
responded within minutes and held the
suspect at the scene until he was taken into
police custody.
In an interview, Mr. Schwartz said that
he “feared for my life” during the minute of
the assault.
“I knew it’s either I fight myself out of
this or I might be dead,” he told BoroPark24.
“Baruch Hashem, I’m out of the hospital

Teen Attacks Jewish Man With Stick,
Charged With Hate Crime
(CrownHeights.info) A black teen was

arrested for attacking a Jewish man with
a stick. He was apprehended thanks to
the efforts of witnesses and Shomrim volunteers. Turns out, the suspect had been
released 20 minutes earlier after being
arrested for shoplifting from a nearby
bodega.
The Jewish man was violently assaulted
in an unprovoked attack while crossing
a street in Crown Heights on Monday
afternoon.
The incident occurred at around
3:50 p.m. at the intersection of Empire
Boulevard and Albany Avenue. The victim
was accosted as he was crossing the street
by a black teenager carrying a wooden
stick. When the victim realized he was
about to be assaulted he attempted to flee.
The victim ran into the cleaners owned
by Reb Shloime Junik, whose son tried
opening the door to provide shelter to
the victim, though not fast enough. The
attacker managed to swing and strike the

victim over his back and shoulder, causing
the stick to break in half. The perpetrator
then threw the second piece into the store,
striking both the victim and another
bystander and causing further injuries.
Attempting to flee, the suspect ran
down Albany Avenue into Lefferts park
with multiple witnesses chasing after
him. Both Shomrim and police were called
and the suspect was apprehended. Police
arrived a short while later and arrested
the suspect.
Much to the shock of the people
observing the suspect being arrested,
officers said that he had been released
less than 30 minutes earlier after he
was caught shoplifting from a bodega on
Rutland Road and Albany Avenue. He was
released on a desk appearance ticket for
that crime.
After his arrest the suspect was
charged with felony assault, menacing,
harassment, criminal possession of a
weapon as well as a hate crime.

with some minor bruises, but the trauma of
being attacked ... will stay with me forever.”
Elected officials weighed in on the
attack, with some calling it a hate crime.
“I’m horrified by this unprovoked vicious
assault on an elderly member of our community,” tweeted Barry Spitzer, the district
manager of Community Board 12. “Justice
needs to be served swiftly and fully.”
The victim was seen on video standing
up on his own and walking to retrieve his
tallis bag. Hatzolah transported him to the
hospital for a checkup for minor injuries
and bruises. He was released after several
hours.
Farrukh was charged later Sunday with

harassment and criminal mischief for
breaking the victim’s glasses. Brooklyn’s
district attorney has so far declined to bring
hate crime charges.
A Church Ave. Car Service supervisor
said that the driver was off duty on Sunday
and wasn’t driving for the company at the
time of the assault.
Farrukh has an extensive police record
of violent assaults, with a reported eight
previous arrests. The Staten Island
Advance reported last year that he was
arrested for chasing a neighbour with
a shovel and damaging the victim’s car
after the two got into an argument about
money.

Community Advocates Warn
New N.Y. System Will Delay Burials
RAFAEL HOFFMAN

Advocates for the Jewish community and
other faith groups warn that imminent plans
to change the system for issuing death and
burial permits in New York City could lead
to significant delays for grieving families
working to expedite the laying to rest of a
loved one. Yet, the Department of Health
(DOH) is touting the benefits of the program
and say they are ready to handle challenges as
they arise.
An interfaith coalition has been working
to address concerns about the new system
for several months in discussions with the
DOH and other city officials. Yet as the system
is set to be put into effect this coming Friday
night, those warning of impasses say many
of the most worrisome aspects have yet to be
addressed.
The program, known as eVital, was first
rolled out last October, but it crashed 40
minutes after going live and was taken down
three days later. Rabbi Yanky Meyer, director

and founder of Misaskim, says that, since
then, little has been done to fix what he sees as
the system’s more troubling aspects.
A DOH spokesman told Hamodia that
eVital was a “necessary upgrade” that would
increase both security and efficiency and said
that many of the issues that were present in
the original model have been resolved.
Since the beginning of the summer, funeral
directors and representatives of several
faith groups have been meeting with city
officials to voice their concerns, together with
Councilman Chaim Deutsch, whose office has
hosted several discussions on the matter.
Advocates were successful in delaying a
planned rollout from Oct. 1, Shemini Atzeres,
until Oct. 12, but they feel that few changes
have been made to the system.
“Our religious obligations should not be
used as an experiment to test the system when
we all know that there are still unresolved
issues,” said Councilman Deutsch. “eVital
should only be rolled out when the experts in
the field are satisfied with the system.”

New Federation Cemetery Given Green Light by Mayor of London
Continued from page 35

professional team will now be working
with consultants to turn the plans into
reality, with the cemetery set to be
operational by early to mid-2020. The
plans include on-site taharah facilities
and custom-designed groundworks to
ensure there are no issues with water
levels. In addition, the design ensures that
all burials will face Yerushalayim. The
Federation is also considering whether it
will designate sections of the cemetery for
specific communities.
Mr. Andrew Cohen, president of the
Federation, said, “We are delighted that
the mayor of London has recognised the
great need of the frum kehillos of North
West London for a new cemetery close
to the main hub of our communities, and
for that beis hachaim to be designed in the
manner most suited for its purpose. This is
a multimillion pound project of enormous
significance and we are very grateful to
Barnet Council for approving both of our
planning applications. Special thanks
are owed to our trustee Mr. Menachem
Gertner for his dedicated work leading the
planning team, and the hours of effort he
has expended on the Federation’s behalf
over many months.”

An artist’s impression of the entrance to the new Federation cemetery in Edgware.

