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The Federation of Synagogues has 
been given the green light to proceed 
with works on the land designated as 
its third cemetery by the office of the 
Mayor of London, Mr Sadiq Kahn. 

The 11-acre plot in Edgwarebury 
Lane, Edgware was purchased by the 
Federation with planning permission for 
a cemetery already in place. However, it 
sought amendments to the permission 
in order to make it more appropriate as 
a burial ground for the frum kehillah. 
It will be the first cemetery in North 
West London to tailor its services to the 
strictly Orthodox community. 

In April 2016, after a battle to override 
the recommendations of local planning 
officers, Barnet Council granted 
permission for the Federation to erect 
upright headstones in the new cemetery. 
However, the organisation took the 
decision to go back to the planning 

committee to obtain further permission 
to make changes to the layout of the 
cemetery and the design of the building. 

These amendments were approved 
by the Council in July 2018, pending 
sign-off by Sadiq Kahn. Last week, the 
Mayor affirmed the council’s decision 
and planning permission has now been 
granted in full.

The Federation Trustees and its 
professional team will now be working 
with consultants to turn the plans 
into reality, with the cemetery set to 
be operational by early to mid-2020. 
The plans include on-site taharoh 
facilities and custom-designed ground 
works to ensure there are no issues 
with water levels. In addition, the 
design ensures that all burials will 
face Jerusalem. The Federation is also 
considering whether it will designate 
sections of the cemetery for specific 
communities.

Mr Andrew Cohen, President of the 

Federation said: “We are delighted 
that the Mayor of London has 
recognised the great need of the frum 
kehillos of North West London for a 
new cemetery close to the main hub 
of our communities, and for that 
beis hachaim to be designed in the 
manner most suited for its purpose. 
This is a multi-million-pound project 

of enormous significance and we 
are very grateful to Barnet Council 
for approving both of our planning 
applications. Special thanks are owed 
to our Trustee Mr Menachem Gertner 
for his dedicated work leading the 
planning team, and the hours of effort 
he has expended on the Federation’s 
behalf over many months.” 
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