
COMMUNITY NEWS24 28 FEBRUARY 2018JT   5778  י״ג אדר תשע”ח -

The annual Zayin Adar seudah of 
the Federation Chevra Kadisha 
was held this year at Edgware 

Yeshurun Synagogue. � e seudah was 
attended by members of the chevra kadisha, 
representatives of the Federation’s shuls, 
dayonim, rabbonim and askonim from 
across the kehilla. 

Despite the large crowd, there was a 
tremendous feeling of achdus in the room. 
As Rabbi Meilech Schwartz, pointed out 
in his address, a di� erent selection of the 
chevra is convened each time, to the degree 
that all feel close with each other. Similarly, 
their supporters from the local shuls as well 
as of the centralised organisation feel much 
warmth and gratitude towards the dedicated 
chevra kadisha. 

� ere was much ‘food for thought’ from 
various speakers. Rabbi Yehuda Boruch 
Lieberman, Rosh Kollel Beis Aharon, 
spoke movingly about the signi� cance of 
celebrating a day which, whilst being Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s birth date, was nevertheless also 
his yohrzeit, which some might perceive as 
a sad occasion. Contrasting the Yiddishe 
Hashkofo with that of the ‘whisky mentality’ 
– being upset that something is � nished and 
therefore depleted, he expounded upon the 

meaning of this day and the gi� s which Klal 
Yisroel continue to enjoy from the righteous 
ones who have come before us.

� e evening was chaired by Dayan 
Yehoshua Posen, who paid tribute to 
the commitment and ultimate chessed 
performed regularly by the chevra kadisha. 
He introduced Rabbi Schwartz, who 
completed the siyum mishnayos and o� ered 
divrei brocho.

� e evening also marked the launch of a 
new publication. Distributed as a souvenir 
to attendees was a book celebrating the 
history of Edmonton Federation Cemetery. 
Compiled by Rebbetzin Aviva Landau, 
Federation Projects and Communications 
Coordinator and Associate Rebbetzin at 
Edgware Yeshurun, the work includes a 
history of the renowned beis kevoros as well 
as over 50 detailed biographies and rare 
photographs of distinguished rabbonim and 
communal leaders buried at Edmonton. 
� e book serves as a guide to those wishing 
to daven at the beis kevoros, by highlighting 
grave locations of both famous and lesser-
known personalities, whilst also aiming to 
inspire readers through learning about the 
life stories of these great leaders. It will be 
available to purchase via the Federation 

website, head o�  ce and cemetery o�  ces.
Dayan Yisroel Yaakov Lichtenstein, 

Rosh Beis Din of the Federation, described 
the book as an important work which 
represents, to him, the Federation of the 
past – a glorious era of tzaddikim and role 
models for the frum kehilla. Also present 
in the room, he insisted, is the Federation 
of the future – a young and dynamic team 
paving the way forward. He commended 
the hard work of Andrew Cohen, President 

of the Federation and of the two dayonim 
who have joined in the past couple of 
years – Dayan Hool and Dayan Posen, 
together with other new members of sta� , 
expressing con� dence and pride in the 
growth and development of the institution. 
Concluding this optimistic speech, Dayan 
Lichtenstein decided to bless the chevra not 
with the ‘usual’ brocho of being unneeded, 
but that they should always do their work 
well and with proper intent.

Where past and future meet

Rabbi Lieberman-left- with Dayan Hool

▶ Life-changing trips 
25 mothers with their 26 bas mitzvah-

aged daughters spent � ve special days in 
Eretz Yisroel experiencing quality one-to-
one time together along with an exhilarating 
array of activities. � rough this Israel trip 
Seed aims to deepen the girls’ connection 
with Yiddishkeit and the Land of Israel 
as they reach the milestone of their bas 
mitzvah. � e trip is part of Seed’s ‘LINKS’ 
Bas Mitzvah programme, which includes 
10 weeks of educational sessions run at the 
Seed centre in Edgware for mums and their 
daughters. 

� e trip’s inspirational speakers included 
Holocaust survivor Mrs Leah Kau� man, 
who was only nine years old at the time of 
the Sho’ah, as well as a visit to Yad Eliezer 
to pack food for families struggling to 
make ends meet. � e head of Yad Eliezer 
is Mrs Kau� man’s son – highlighting the 
connection between generations – a key 
message of the LINKS Israel trip.

 � e girls and their mothers also rode 
camels, made their own chocolate, visited 
the beach and heard inspirational speakers. 
� e trip included singing and dancing at 
the Kosel by night and experiencing � rst-
hand a glimpse of what it is like to be deaf or 
blind during a visit to the Holon Children’s 
museum. As Rebbetzen Joanne Dove says: 
“We hope that these trips and the varied 
activities, locations and speakers will help 
these mums and girls to want to grow in 

their Jewish learning and be proud members 
of the Jewish community.” 

Prior to this visit, Seed also took a group 
of women on the Seed Ladies Israel trip, also 
led by Rebbetzen Dove. � e focus was on 
taking time away from their everyday busy 
lives to focus on their connection to their 
Yiddishkeit. � e tunnel tours and a visit to 
a winery sat alongside fantastic speakers, 
music and inspiring talks. As participant 
Rebecca Shenkin enthused: “� ere was a 
beautiful group of women on this trip who 
bonded straight away. Together we have 
laughed and cried, learned together and 
supported each other. And we have had so 
much fun together too!” 

▶ Packing a punch 
for Purim 

20 lads and dads from Kinloss Shul 
enjoyed an inspiring session at the GIFT 
warehouse this week where they packed 
Mishloach Monos parcels for hundreds of 
families in receipt of support from Charity 
GIFT in addition to hearing about the 
amazing work GIFT does in the community. 

Barry Coleman - Youth Director, who 
arranged the session, commented: ‘� e 
feedback has been incredible! from both the 
fathers and sons- they had no idea what was 
going on so close to home!’

GIFT London’s annual Post-Purim 
Mishloach Monos collection will be taking 
place this coming Sunday 4th March. 


