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LSJS will now be offering its part-
time BA and MA degrees in Jewish 
Education online, with the first students 
starting in January 2018. Students will 
be provided with all course materials on 
a cutting-edge virtual learning website. 
They can interact with lecturers, submit 
assignments, converse with other 
students and make presentations, all 
entirely online.

The new degrees recognise that for 
some, home location, work or family 
commitments mean they are unable 
to come to the LSJS campus for the 
classes on site. Instead, they will now 
be able to study when convenient for 

them, wherever in the world they live. 
The London School of Jewish 

Studies degrees, which are offered in 
partnership with Middlesex University 
with graduates receiving a Middlesex 
award on successful completion, are 
trusted academic qualifications that are 
recognised internationally.

The BA degree is ideal for educators at 
an early stage of their career or for those 
just interested in a degree in Jewish 
education. Students study classroom 
pedagogy and teaching Jewish studies 
with topics that include professional 
practice, child development, classroom 
management and understanding 

diversity. It is normally completed in 
four years.

The MA degree is suitable for 
school teachers, community leaders, 
Jewish educators and leaders seeking 
professional advancement or advanced 
level studies for enrichment. In this 
course, which will include some 
individual research, students have 
different tracks they can choose which 
include Adult Jewish Education 
and Educational Leadership and 
Management. This course is normally 
taken over two years.

The online degree is offered on the 
Moodle platform, a popular choice among 

universities around the world. The 
development has been supported by the 
L.A. Pincus Fund for Jewish Education 
in the Diaspora, Israel. Applications for 
the new degrees have been received from 
students in the United Kingdom outside 
London, from Europe, America, South 
Africa and Israel. 

Dr. Tamra Wright, director of academic 
studies at LSJS, commented, “Distance 
education has been part of our vision 
for the partnership with Middlesex 
University from the beginning. At last 
we have the opportunity to share the first 
class teaching we do at LSJS with the 
wider Jewish world.”

LSJS Degrees in Jewish Education  
Now Available Throughout the World

Lawrence Purcell

Dancing at the dinner in aid of the new Satmar Girls’ School in Manchester, held last Thursday 
evening in the Satmar 37 shul, with Rabbi Y.C. Horowitz, Rav of Satmar Manchester, speaking.

Class 5B2 in Yesoiday Hatorah School, Manchester, had a special guest last week.  Mr. Michoel Issler 
from Hatzola came to demonstrate his equipment and talk to them about his job.

A conference took place last 
Sunday to provide learning and chizuk 
to the Federation’s team of dedicated 
Rebbetzins. The conference was held 
at the JLE and was extremely well 
attended.

The morning was focused around 
a series of practical workshops 
offering modern solutions to taharah 
issues at various stages of the life 
cycle, a highly relevant topic for the 
Rebbetzins, who are all very involved 
with teaching kallos and advising 
women in their communities.

Rabbi Dovid Roberts, the 
Federation’s Director of Education 
and community Rav of Kehillas 
Netzach Yisrael in Edgware, 
introduced the speakers and spoke 
about the necessity of engaging in 
ongoing training.

The keynote speaker was Rabbi 
Yitzchok Melber, the director 
of Tahareinu, who flew in from 
Israel especially for the event. The 
Tahareinu hotline — a project of Torat 
Hamishpacha — is a vital resource 
created to provide women with direct 
access to both medical proficiency 

and practical advice as they relate 
to issues of achieving taharah. 
Tahareinu’s large group of female 
advisers have been trained by top 
doctors and are experts in all topics 
relevant to taharah. Rabbi Melber 
presented medical developments 
and knowledge, as well as trends in 
taharah she’eilos, providing much-
needed options and resources for 
Rebbetzins to suggest to others.

Rabbi Melber said, “I truly 
appreciate working with the 
Federation in educating their 
Rabbanim and Rebbetzins. Since 
our session with the Rabbanim a 
few months ago, we have had much 
positive feedback from Rabbanim, 
who reported they felt they could offer 
their communities a better service 
and were able to work together with 
Tahareinu to solve more difficult 
cases. I hope that this session with 
the Rebbetzins will provide many 
more families with access to the help 
they need, enabling them to deal with 
challenges which arise and bringing 
more taharah and simchah to many 
homes.”

Rebbetzin Dina Hool, a Tahareinu 
adviser and wife of Dayan Yehonoson 
Dovid Hool of the Federation Beis 
Din, added her expertise to the 
morning in an informative and 
engaging glimpse into the types of 
questions she answers on a regular 
basis. The discussions were lively and 
fast-paced, with a unanimous request 
for further sessions in the future.

The morning provided an 
opportunity for the Rebbetzins to 
come together, to share best practice 
and to develop a professional support 
network. Good friends and new 
friends enjoyed the refreshment 
breaks as a chance to talk about their 
work, and in particular, to greet recent 
arrivals to the Federation family.

Participants commented that the 
morning was “informative,” “vital,” 
“empowering” and a “real treat.”

Toward the end of the morning, 
Rebbetzin Aviva Landau, Federation 
Projects and Communications 
Coordinator, announced a series of 
new initiatives and programmes for 
Rebbetzins, which were met with 
enthusiasm and anticipation.
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Rabbi Yitzchok Melber, director of Tahareinu, 
addresses the Federation’s Rebbetzins’ 
Conference. 




