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Federation Rabbanim on Retreat in Historic Glenalla House
In the early hours of Sunday morning,
a select group of Federation Rabbanim,
including Rosh Beis Din Dayan Yisroel
Yaakov Lichstenstein, set off from
Hendon and Edgware for Luton airport.
The group, numbering 15 members of
the organisation’s growing Rabbinic
team, was embarking on a two-day
Rabbinic retreat based at Glenalla
House in Donegal, Ireland, comprising
a full programme of events arranged by
Federation Director of Education Rabbi
Dovid Roberts.
Glenalla is an 18th century stately
home set in 250 acres of beautiful
gardens and has belonged to the
Franklin family since 1913. Indeed,
accompanying the Rabbanim on the trip
was Reb Yochanan Franklin, who is the
great-great-grandson of the Federation’s
founder, Lord Samuel Montagu, z”l. The
group was also honoured to be joined by
Reb Yonoson Rosenblum, well-known
journalist, chareidi commentator and
international speaker.
The trip began with Rosh Chodesh
davening near Belfast airport, with a
sefer Torah having been kindly loaned to
the group by Belfast Shul, before setting
off on the long coach trip to Donegal,
which is on the northwestern coast
of Ireland. On arrival, the Rabbanim
enjoyed the first of several meals
supplied by Shefa Mehadrin Catering.
In the evening, Dayan Lichtenstein
delivered a shiur on klalei horaah, before
Reb Yonoson Rosenblum took to the
floor to discuss “Elements of Inspiration
— how does a Rabbi in modern times
keep his kehillah growing rather than
standing still?” He suggested that
Rabbanim should focus their efforts visà-vis their kehillos on speaking about
kedushah and how precious it is to be
a Yid — not trying to change people,
but giving them unconditional love. A
small act has the power to move people

The Dayanim and Rabbanim of the Federation, with Reb Yonoson Rosenblum, on their retreat in Ireland.

immensely. The evening closed with a
lively roundtable discussion in which
the group was also joined by Federation
President Andrew Cohen.
Monday morning began with a
shiur from Machzikei Hadass Rav
Rabbi Chaim Zundel Pearlman. This
was followed by a practical workshop
on effective writing, when the group
benefited from the enormous expertise
(and ready wit) of Reb Yonoson
Rosenblum. Finally, after a shiur from
Dayan Yehonoson Hool on inyanei
Choshen Mishpat, the group readied
themselves to depart from Glenalla.

Menorah High School
Celebrates Outstanding
Results
Menorah High School for Girls
recently achieved seventh place in the
country, out of over 6,000 schools, in
the government Progress 8 results,
which measures the improvement of
education from the beginning of high
school to GCSE level. The school is
delighted and proud with this result as
it reaffirms its mission to ensure that
the education of each child is tailored
to their individual needs, thereby
allowing them to maximise their
potential in life.
The school is also delighted that
they constantly receive compliments
from both seminaries and communal
organisations attesting to the girls’
exemplary middos and leadership
skills, as well as the high level and
breadth of their Torah education. It
is this rare combination, as well as
attainment in wider education, which
guarantees the future of their pupils as
true neshei chayil.
The school has increased its intake,
increasing its enrolment to over
280 girls. In order to cope with the
increasing communal demand and
to continue to advance the level of
education, MHSG has embarked on
various capital projects to expand and

enhance its existing purpose-built
building, as well as several essential
education programs.
Over the past 18 months the school
has completed various building
projects. However, now it urgently
needs to build four new classrooms for
the next academic year, as well as cover
various related costs, to allow for the
increase in numbers.
The school is also expanding the
Enrichment Program, which equips
the girls with the skills and tools
needed for them to become welladjusted members of the kehillah,
focusing on building their leadership,
accountability
and
community
activism skills.
In addition, to ensure each girl is
cared for, the school is enhancing its
Tailored Education Program, which
provides smaller teaching groups and
one-to-one tuition where needed, in
order to allow all students to achieve
their maximum potential.
All of the above projects are not
covered in the school’s main budget
and require private funding, which
the school hopes to raise, iy”H, at
its forthcoming dinner on Motzoei
Shabbos, Dec. 9.

No trip to Ireland would be complete
without a visit to an Irish whiskey
distillery, so a stop was made en
route to the airport at the Bushmills
Distillery, where Dayan Moshe Dovid
Elzas delivered a fascinating talk
on the issues surrounding whiskey
maturation.
Speaking after the trip, Federation
CEO Rabbi Avi Lazarus said, “This
trip was an incredible opportunity for
our chashuve Rabbanim to spend time
b’achdus, discussing issues that affect
them and their kehillos, in beautiful
and relaxing surroundings. We are so

grateful to Reb Yochanan and his family
for their kindness and hospitality. It
was wonderful to have been joined by
Yonoson Rosenblum, who really added
an extra dimension to the experience.”
Yonoson Rosenblum added, “I
found it incredibly exciting to join this
group of mostly young Rabbanim, who
were so eager to hear and learn. The
group was so genuinely interested, so
witty and lively. It was a real bonding
experience to be with them in Glenalla
House; there was a tremendous amount
of warmth and closeness over the two
days we were together.”

Jewish Victim in Stamford Hill
Hit-and Run
Continued from page 33

According to a Transport for London
(TfL) report published in 2016, the junction
has “one of the highest collision rates in all
of Hackney.”
During a consultation period around
ways to improve the junction, TfL received
730 responses with a call to make the

junction “safer for pedestrians” and
cyclists. Yet despite the call from the public
to make the area more pedestrian-friendly,
TfL states on its website that it “decided to
no longer pursue making any changes to
the junction.”
Anyone with information should call
101.
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(Left) The scene of the hit-and-run incident in Stamford Hill. (Right) The van involved in the hit-andrun.

