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Biale Rebbe of London each spoke.
Toward the end of the proceedings, 

Harav Chaim Schmerler, Rosh Yeshivas 
Oraysa and president of HaGefen, spoke, 
emphasizing the pain of parents and 
children who sit at home, waiting for the 
phone to ring with a suggestion.  He said 
that the shadchanim bring light and joy 
into these homes with their work.

Finally, the director of the 
organization, Rabbi Yehuda Wagschal, 
expressed the feelings of the shadchanim, 
saying that they were inspired to 
continue with a fresh outlook and 
renewed strength, as well as new tools 
for their job – seeking to bring people 
together and build new Jewish homes.
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The Beis Gavriel kehillah in Hendon 
has announced that it will be joining the 
Federation as its 26th member shul.

Beis Gavriel was founded by the 
Lubavitch community in 2008, in memory 
of the late Rabbi Gavriel and Rivka 
Holtzberg, Hy”d, who lost their lives in 
the terror attack in Mumbai. This unique 
background is a constant reminder of 
mesirus nefesh, which provides positive 
inspiration and chizuk to all. Beis Gavriel 
has developed into a warm and diverse 
kehillah, comprising members of all ages 
and backgrounds.

Under the attentive and dynamic 
leadership of Rabbi Menachem Junik, 
Beis Gavriel has acquired a reputation as a 
welcoming, relaxed and caring community. 
There is a large range of shiurim available, 
daily and weekly, at all levels. The 
communal events have become hugely 
popular and contribute to the achdus of 
this exceptional kehillah.

The shul has ambitious plans for 
future development. With the help and 

investment of the Federation, it has 
recently acquired significant premises 
on Sunningfields Road, with planning for 
D1 use, which will house a purpose-built 
community centre. The centre will include 
a shul and a mikveh, as well as new premises 
for its successful nursery, Gan Menachem, 
with state-of-the-art classrooms and 
play areas. The highly regarded nursery 
currently has an intake of 70 children and 
a long waiting list. It serves not only Beis 
Gavriel members, but also a majority from 
the wider community. 

The Federation will be a keen 
partner in these projects, supporting the 
continued growth of the kehillah. The 
President, Andrew Cohen, introducing 
and welcoming the community to Council, 
notably mentioned the remarkable vitality 
of the community in all its facets, that is the 
key stimulus in drawing an ever-growing 
membership. 

Rabbi Junik, a former Rav of Croydon 
Federation, commented, “This is a very 
exciting time for our community. This 

move into a new building will provide, 
iy”H, greater opportunities for the kehillah 
to grow, with increased shiurim, communal 
activities, and with a strong focus on 
children and youth programmes.” 

Founder and trustee of the shul, Mr. 

Mendy Freundlich, commented that 
membership in the Federation will give 
Beis Gavriel “the opportunity to grow and 
develop in a number of areas and to provide 
greater educational and social programmes 
for our members and the community.”

Beis Gavriel Joins the Federation

The Rav and Board of Management of Beis Gavriel, which has just joined The Federation: (L to R) 
Pesach Davidoff, Rabbi Menachem Junik, Mendy Freundlich and David Abramson. 

At the HaGefen conference: (L.-R.) the Biale Rebbe of London, Rabbi Boruch Leib Rabinowitz; the 
Boyaner Rebbe; Rabbi Chaim Schmerler; Rabbi Shmuel Ludmir.

Rabbi Yosef Cohen, menahel and maggid 
shiur in seminaries, speaking at the HaGefen 
conference.

Rabbi Chaim Schmerler speaking at the HaGefen conference.

All of the shadchanim at the HaGefen conference received a copy of the sefer Shalmei Simchah as 
a gift.  The sefer is a collection of the piskei halachah  of Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, on the 
theme of simchos, including a special section on hilchos shidduchim and shadchanim. The book was 
published by Mr Moshe Morris and compiled by Rabbi Tuvia Freund. At the HaGefen conference, Mr 
Morris and Rabbi Freund presented the Boyaner Rebbe with a copy of Shalmei Shabbos, the piskei 
halachah of Harav Shlomo Zalman on Shabbos, which he received with great delight.

Rabbi Tuvia Freund speaking at the HaGefen conference.

Part of the crwod at the conference.


