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The Federation’s annual Zayin Adar 
seudah for the chevrah kaddisha was this 
year held l’ilui nishmas its beloved former 
life president, Mr. Arnold (Avrohom 
Yeshaya) Cohen, z”l. Mr. Cohen, who was 
niftar this past summer, was president of 
the organisation for 12 years between 1989 
and 2001.

Held at the Nancy Reuben Banqueting 
Suite in Hendon and catered by Shefa 
Mehadrin, the seudah was attended 
by some 200 members of the chevrah 
kaddisha, representatives of the 
Federation’s shuls and Rabbanim and 
askanim from across the kehillah. Reb 
Moishe Yitzchok Eckstein made the siyum 
Mishnayos. Many of the Cohen family’s 
friends and relatives, and former colleagues 
of Mr. Cohen from his firm, Cohen Arnold, 
also joined the Federation for the occasion, 
and his oldest son, Rabbi Yossi Cohen, who 
is a well-known mechanech at seminaries 
across Eretz Yisrael, was the guest speaker. 

The evening opened with divrei brachah 
to the chevrah from the Federation’s Dayan 
Yehoshua Posen. Dayan Posen referred 
to the longstanding friendship between 
his parents-in-law and the Cohen family, 
and recalled that the last event they had 
attended together was a siyum made jointly 
by his son and Arnold’s grandson Yanki, 
also present at the seudah, who have been 
chavrusos for several years. Referring to 
the previous week’s parashah, Terumah, he 
spoke of the fact that “v’yikchu li terumah” 
is talking not only about donations of gold 
and silver, but of turning to Hashem with 
one’s whole heart, as it says “nediv libo.” 
Similarly, he said, the Federation’s chevrah 
kaddisha, whom the seudah honours, give 
of themselves and their time in an entirely 
selfless manner, carrying out their chessed 
to ensure the utmost kavod hameis.

Later in the evening, Rosh Beis Din 
Dayan Yisroel Yaakov Lichtenstein 
expanded on Dayan Posen’s words, asking, 
“Mah nishtanah halailah hazeh?” It was, 
he said, the first Zayin Adar seudah he had 
attended in nearly 30 years of seudos that 

was without the presence of Arnold, z”l. 
Dayan Lichtenstein spoke of the fact that 
in Parashas Tetzaveh, Moshe Rabbeinu’s 
name is not mentioned. The reason for this, 
he explained, is that when Hashem wanted 
to destroy Am Yisrael because of the cheit 
of the egel, Moshe replied “Mecheini na 
misifrecha — in that case, erase me from 
Your book.” The Dayan posed the question: 
How does not including Moshe’s name in 
one parashah actually make a difference? 
The answer, he explained, is that Moshe’s 
name was left out in order for it to be 
noticeable. Moshe Rabbeinu was the 
paragon of tznius, modesty, and tznius is 
only truly evident by its omission. In order 
for us to be able to comprehend the depths 
of his anivus, we had to have a parashah 
where he was not present. The Dayan 
drew a comparison to Arnold, whose 
modesty and anivus has become even more 
apparent now that he is no longer with us — 
there were so many instances of his hidden 
chessed that even today no one knows 
about them. Arnold, he said, was one of his 
closest friends — and when he was on your 
side, you knew he would stand by you “ad 
hasof.”

Dayan Lichtenstein then introduced the 
guest speaker, Rabbi Yossi Cohen, who paid 
moving tribute to his father. He referred 
to the fact that the word “HaMakom” is 
used as Hashem’s name in the phrase of 
nechamah one uses when visiting a shivah 
house. Hamakom — the place, is also a word 
that appears many times in hilchos kibbud 
av va’eim (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 
240:2), where we learn that in the lifetime 
of a parent, one may not stand in his usual 
place, sit in his usual seat or daven in his 
makom kavua. After his petirah, however, 
explained Rabbi Cohen, the opposite 
applies. One is obliged to try and fill his 
place and perpetuate his memory and 
legacy. Standing here “bamakom hazeh,” he 
continued, was a real opportunity for him 
to look around and see the results of his 
father’s efforts, wisdom and foresight. 

Rabbi Cohen mentioned the Yiddishe 

minhag of placing a stone on the matzeivah 
when one visits a loved one at the beis 
hachaim. Compared to the custom of 
the wider world of placing a bouquet of 
flowers on a grave, it seems less attractive, 
he said. The flowers, however, have only 
a very short time before they wither and 
die, whereas the stone remains. It is, he 
said, a sign of our emunah in techiyas 
hameisim; the word kever can be equated 
to the word rechem in Lashon Hakodesh. 
Both, he explained, are references to the 
holding place of the guf while its neshamah 
is between one world and the next.

On the subject of techiyas hameisim, 
Rabbi Cohen concluded, he need look 
no further than the Federation and what 
it has become today as a result of his 
father’s guidance; Arnold led its great 
metamorphosis and ensured it was on the 
right derech vis-a-vis the growth of the 
Anglo-Jewish kehillah. Finally, he also paid 
tribute to his mother, Mrs. Sara Cohen, 
shetichyeh — saying that all of his father’s 
successes belonged to her, too.

Federation Zayin Adar Seudah Pays Tribute to Arnold Cohen, Z”l

The world of premium chocolates 
has been joined by a new voice with the 
launch of a select range of gift chocolates 
from Bean & Pod.

Jimmy Attias from Bean & Pod, who 
was also one of the founders of the Ten 
Acre brand of hand-cooked crisps and 
popcorn, said, “We are delighted to be 
launching this irrestistible choice of 
wonderful chocolates in a range of gift 
boxes. Our ambition is to create the 

highest quality products with a selection 
of fillings at an accessible price. Our 
range of products is going to grow over 
the next few months and I am excited 
to see these roll out to a wide group of 
premium stores.”

Bean & Pod’s expert chocolatiers 
have crafted a stunning new collection 
of luxurious confectionery that has milk 
chocolate and pareve versions available. 
Open a small gift box and you could 
discover Signature Chocolate Triangles 

or Velvet Caramel Moments in a smooth 
milk chocolate or a silky dairy-free dark 
chocolate, while gift boxes of Strawberry 
Cream Hearts are available in dark 
chocolate and indulgent white chocolate 
options.

For those who fancy a taste of the east, 
Bean & Pod’s Turkish Delicacy is wrapped 
in sumptuous chocolate, offering a box 
of luxury. Or, if you can never decide on 
your favourite chocolate, Bean & Pod’s 

chocolatier’s have handpicked their 
special recommendations, to bring 
you a gift box named the Chocolatier’s 
Selection.

How many welcome moments will 
you find within Bean & Pod’s irresistible 
assortments? Bean and Pod’s 
handcrafted chocolates are available 
in both milk chocolate and dairy-free 
versions and are available in shops 
across the country.

Bean & Pod – the New Choc on the Block

Bean and Pod’s hand-crafted chocolates are available in both milk chocolate and pareve versions.
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