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2. When else during the year do we read from Parshas Mishpatim?
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Just one week after reading the account of the majestic and 
magnificent revelation at Har Sinai, we read today Parshas 
Mishpatim. Gone are the קולות וברקים “the thunder and lightning”. 
In their place, we are given detail after detail about laws of slavery 
and servitude, damages caused by humans, damage caused by 
animals, laws of acquisition, theft, laws of guardians and much, 
much more.

One struggles to understand the 

juxtaposition between the lofty events at 

Sinai, and the minutiae listed in this week’s 

sedra. We can readily understand the need for 

laws that govern everyday life, but why here? 

Why specifically after the account of maamad 

Har Sinai?

The question becomes even more acute 

when we discover that the narrative returns to 

the revelation at Sinai towards the end of the 

parsha. Why do we break in the middle for a 

lengthy list of details and laws?

Rashi seems to address the issue right at 

the start of his commentary on the sedra.

את  פסל  אלה  שנא'  מקום  כל   - המשפטים"  “ואלה 

הראשונים ואלה מוסיף על הראשונים מה הראשונים מסיני 

אף אלו מסיני.

Whenever a verse says אלא – these, it 

comes to reverse that which came previously. 

However, whenever it says ואלא – and these, it 

comes to add on to that which came previously. 

In this context, it comes to inform us that just 

as that which came in the previous sedra was 

given over at Sinai, so to everything which 

follows in this week’s sedra. 

The Slonimer Rebbe zy’’a  in his famous 

work, Nesivos Shalom, gives an insight to 

Rashi’s comment, and indeed, to the entire 

issue. His commentary hints to a prevalent 

misconception. We feel that Judaism is 

marked by religious concepts and spiritual 

moments. Things like Shabbos, Yom Tov, 

Kashrus, davening, learning Torah. These are 

what we consider to be spiritual pursuits. 

But conversely, we tend to think that the 

way we conduct ourselves in business, our 

relationships, our lives in general, is guided 

by something other than Torah and mitzvos. 

When we deal with people in a polite way, we 

sometimes tend to see that as just behaving 

like a mentsch. When we act honestly in 

our financial or business dealings, we can 

sometimes feel that that’s not an expression of 

holiness, but rather a legal requirement.

This is reinforced by the fact that we’re 

not the only ones who have laws, guidelines 

or expectations, relating to these aspects of 

life. Almost every country or state has laws in 

place for this.

With that in mind, we can understand that 

the Torah would be concerned that we do not 

see our general conduct in life, as something 

separate from Torah. When we act honestly 

in business, when we deal kindly with people, 

when we respect one another, that is as much 

an expression of yiddishkeit as is all the other 

aspects we listed above.

That is why the Torah interrupts the account 

of maamad Har Sinai  with a detailed account 

of laws of slavery, damages and more. To 

convey to us that it’s not only in our ritualistic 

observance that we are guided by the Divine. 

Every aspect of life is an opportunity for Torah 

guidance and spiritual gain.

Being polite, acting honestly and other such 
traits are all as much an expression of holiness 
as is keeping Shabbos, learning Torah and 
giving charity. This is a mindset that requires 
much practice to perfect. To understand that 
there is spiritual potential in everything we do.

This weekend marks the third anniversary 
of the passing of the Yeshurun’s beloved Dayan 
Gershon Lopian zt”l. One thing that stands 
out from all the anecdotes and stories of the 
Dayan is that he was a living embodiment of 
this concept. Everything he did, everything he 
said, every psak halacha he gave, was imbued 
with and guided by Torah. 

It wasn’t that he was a Talmid Chacham 
and separate to that, that he was a mentsch. 
The mentschelechkeit he expressed and 
the sensitivity with which he dealt with 
people’s shailos flowed directly from his 
ahavas habriyos that was an expression of 
his chashivus haTorah. He cared about every 
single yied, whether he was a member of 
the shul, the wider Edgware community or 
anywhere beyond!

There is one anecdote that always come to 
mind. A close friend of mine had his brother 
with him for Shabbos, who sadly had recently 
lost his wife. They went to daven with the 
Dayan for Shabbos mincha. After davening 
had finished, he left the shul but noticed that 
his brother was still inside. He went back in 
and found his brother in a corner of the shul 
sitting with the Dayan. Both were sobbing. 

When the brother finally left the shul my 
friend asked him how he knew the Dayan. The 
brother replied that he had not met him before, 
but the Dayan asked who he was and where 
he was from, and so he had told him about 
the recent petira of his wife. At that point the 
Dayan had just sat down with him and cried.

This is a legacy to behold and to live up to. 
To be able to internalise Torah values so that 
they guide our every thought, word and action. 


