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2. What is the new start found in Parshas Bo?
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Tefillos for  
Yiras Shomayim in  
Kiddush HaChodesh 
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החדש הּזה לכם ראש חדשים... רש"י: הראהו לבנה בחידושה ואמר לו כשהירח 
מתחדש יהיה לך ראש חודש )בא: פרק יב(

It is the custom, on the Shabbos 
preceding Rosh Chodesh, to recite a 
special tefilla, based on that which Rav 
was wont to conclude his shemoneh 
esrei.1 At the end of the first section 
some finish with רבים תפלת   or בזכות 
 It has been suggested2 .בזכות תפלת רב
that this is a printer’s error - the word 
 referring to ברכות should read בזכות
the source of the tefilla.

The minhag seems to have been 
introduced in the days of Rashi, in 
order to notify the public of the 
impending Rosh Chodesh, so that the 
appropriate prayers would be recited 
and the women would refrain from 

work.3 Shabbos was specially chosen 
since the people were assembled in 

shul.4 

The Magen Avraham5 rejects the 
notion that it is a commemoration 
for kiddush hachodesh, because that 
ceremony took place on the day of 
Rosh Chodesh itself, not earlier. 
Nonetheless, since the sanctification 
of the new moon was performed 
standing, the custom is to stand. 
Rabbi Akiva Eger, in his writings, 
queries this reason, as the mishna6 
indicates that the Dayonim sat for 
kiddush hachodesh. Rav Moshe 
Feinstein zt’’l7 answers that after the 
beis din pronounced mekudash, the 
people responded twice mekudash 
mekudash and they were required 
to stand. Only after the response 

of the people was the new moon 
formally sanctified.

Unlike the text of Rav, our script 
repeats the phrase יראת שמים, namely 
 and חיים שיש בהם יראת שמים ויראת ֵחְטא
then later, תורה אהבת  בנו  שתהא   ַחיים 
שמים  Rav Leib Gurwicz zt’’l8 .ויראת 
explained this duplication. There 
is a distinction between שמים  יראת 
derived from love of the Torah and 
שמים  which comes from only יראת 
studying Torah. שמים  which יראת 
emanates from ahavas torah is at a 
much higher level.

I heard in the name of Rav 
Nachman Landinsky zt’’l, the founder 
of Gateshead Yeshiva, that the first 
time we say שמים יראת  בהם  שיש   חיים 
and the second time חיים שתהא בנו יראת 
 The second time we internalise .שמים
the יראת שמים. 

Rav Chayim of Volozhin zt’’l9 writes 
that before one starts learning one 
should prepare himself by spending a 
few moments contemplating spiritual 
matters with יראת שמים and thoughts 
of תשובה. So also in the middle of 
one’s learning it is permissible to 
interrupt for a short time to consider 
further יראת שמים. This would explain 
the repetition. The second mention 
of יראת שמים refers to that which is in 
the middle of his learning, מתוך אהבת 
10.תורה

I once heard, somewhat light-
heartedly, that between the two 
tefillos for שמים  a request is יראת 

made for wealth. After the mention of 
wealth, it is necessary to re-endorse 
one’s 11!יראת שמים

The Levush explains that we 
recite לאבותינו נסים  שעשה   before מי 
the announcement of the new moon 
since Rosh Chodesh was the first 
mitzvah to be given at the redemption 
from Mitzrayim. Reference is made 
the ingathering from the four corners 
of the earth and concludes with: חברים 
.כל ישרֵאל ונאמר אֵמן

The Rambam12 writes that when 
there will be a consensus among all 
the sages to appoint a head of the 
Sanhedrin, the process of semicha 
could be renewed. Thus we pray for 
the day that חברים כל ישראל when there 
will be harmony in the ranks of the 
whole of the nation. Semicha could 
then be restarted and we would be 
able to renew the original protocol of 
kiddush hachodesh, which will be the 
prelude to the geulah.
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