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Brent Cross gets
Oyster card top up
machine…at last
 Alex Schreiber
THE long battle to have an Oyster
card top-up machine at Brent Cross
shopping centre has ﬁnally borne
fruit. The shopping centre’s lack of the
facility has puzzled many shoppers and
residents, especially with its extensive
number of bus connections. The cause
has been championed rigorously by
assembly member Andrew Dismore.
His ongoing campaign at the London
Assembly and Transport for London
came to a successful conclusion this
week as a newly-installed machine
was activated at Brent Cross on
Monday.
Mr Dismore said: “It was a ridiculous
anomaly
that such a large bus
terminus had no facilities for topping
up Oyster cards.
“This was a major deterrent to
potential customers so this is very
welcome news for Brent Cross
employees and businesses too.
“Brent Cross is the largest employer
in Barnet, so it is vital it is commercially
successful.”
After several delays to the
installation through 2016, Mayor of
London Sadiq Khan promised last
November that the machine would be
at Brent Cross by February this year.
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South Africa’s Chief
Rabbi visits seed

In his 11 years in ofﬁce Chief Rabbi
Goldstein has launched and led a
number of revolutionary initiatives that
have changed the landscape of world
Jewry. These include Generation Sinai, a
worldwide learning event for parents and
children, and the Shabbos Project, a global,
grassroots movement that has united Jews
from across the world in celebrating our
shared heritage of Shabbos.
The Chief Rabbi spoke about personal
leadership and how we can ensure we are
actively creating our own destinies. He
explained how the Torah shows us that
leadership does not belong to the few but
rather it is an innate quality within every
single person.
He also praised the work of seed and the
outstanding work it does for Anglo-Jewry.
“It is always a pleasure and honour to be in
London to engage with the British Jewish
community,” he said.
Seed National Director Rabbi Malcolm
Herman thanked the Chief Rabbi for giving
his time to seed during his short stay in
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein (centre) with Rabbi Joey Grunfeld ( right) and Rabbi Adam the UK. He added that he was “incredibly
proud that seed has had a leading role in
Edwards
SOUTH Africa’s Chief Rabbi Dr Warren 200 people attended the exclusive event, bringing both of these events to thousands
Goldstein was a distinguished guest which was Rabbi Goldstein’s only speaking of people in schools, shuls and homes
speaker at the headquarters of seed. Over engagement during a brief visit to the UK. around the UK”.

New Rav for Tiferet Eyal
RABBI Yaakov Benzaquen has been named as the new Rav of the
Tiferet Eyal kehilla in Hendon. Tiferet Eyal joined the Federation as its
25th member shul last June, 14 years after it ﬁrst opened its doors to serve
the Iraqi-Indian community in North West London.
Rabbi Benzaquen was born and raised in Venezuela. After leaving
the Midrash Shmuel kollel in Yerusholayim he joined a kiruv kollel in
Palo Alto, California,
where he ran the
campus department
servicing
Jewish
students at two large
universities. Rabbi
Benzaquen and his
wife moved to the UK
nearly nine years ago
to join the campus
department of the
JLE in Golders Green,
where he continues
to work part-time.
He also served as the

Rav of the ‘Gibraltar Minyan’ in
Hendon, Tzur Israel, from 2009
until joining the Federation.
Rabbi Benzaquen commented: “It is a
real honour to be part of such an amazing
chaburah of dynamic Rabbonim at the
Federation and have the guidance
and support of its outstanding
Dayonim. I also look forward to
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working together with the Federation’s
President Mr Andrew Cohen, the CEO Rabbi Avi Lazarus and the rest of
the Federation team to help guide the Tiferet Eyal kehilla in its growth.”
Mr Simon Abraham, President of Tiferet Eyal, said: “We are thrilled to
have taken on a Rav of the calibre of Rabbi Benzaquen, and are conﬁdent
that the kehilla will thrive under his leadership. We are looking forward
to welcoming him and his wife to the community.”
President of the Federation Mr Andrew Cohen added: “Rabbi
Benzaquen has a great deal of experience both as a kehilla Rav and
working with the wider community. He and his wife will be outstanding
additions to our sterling and growing team of Federation Rabbonim and
Rebbetzins and we are delighted to welcome him to the organisation.”

