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SUMMARY
 Â Hashem reveals Himself to Moshe

 Â The 4 expressions of redemption

 Â Moshe & Aaron repeatedly come 
before Pharaoh to demand in 
the name of Hashem, “Let My 
people go”

 Â Aarons staff turns into a snake

 Â The first 7 plagues
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In this week’s parsha, moments after Aharon turns his staff into a 
serpent, Pharaoh’s magicians follow suit. Is this the same trick that 
Moshe performed in front of the Jewish people in last week’s parsha?

On a closer reading of both passages, there are 
three key differences that stand out: first, here Pharaoh 
requested signs, while the Jewish people did not; 
second, the ‘serpent’ is described here as a ‘tanin’, not 
a ‘nachash’ like last week; third, here it is Aharon, not 
Moshe, who throws down his staff. How do we explain 
these differences?’

When Hashem commands Moshe to present himself 
to the Jewish people as Hashem’s emissary, he protests 
that the people will not believe him. How could Moshe 
speak like that about the Holy People of Israel? Hashem 
is very unimpressed; and in fact, this triggers Hashem to 
ask Moshe to throw his staff to the ground and it turns 
it into a nachash - a serpent (alluding to the nachash 
of Gan Eden). He also asks Moshe to place his hand 
under his arm and upon taking it out it is plagued by 
tzara’at (a form of skin disease which is the punishment 
for speaking ill about others). This is clearly not a 
coincidence!  Both of the signs Hashem gives Moshe 
to present to the people clearly incriminate and penalise 
Moshe Rabbeinu for speaking badly about them,  (see 
Rashi Shemot 3:3-4). The two signs Hashem gives 
Moshe are both associated with speaking ill of others: 
the serpent of Gan Eden and tzara’at.

It is clear that the staff turning into a nachash is 
both a sign and a punishment. In fact, perhaps the 
punishment was the sign. After all, Pharaoh’s sorcerers 

have no trouble replicating 
the trick- so how impressive 
a sign can it be for them? 

In Moshe’s trick for the people, the staff represents 
leadership. Moshe’s leadership will disappear if he is to 
speak ill about Hashem’s people. And now the people 
know that! There is no greater sign that Hashem sent 
Moshe than the high regard that Hashem has for the 
honour of His people and the expectation He has of how 
its leaders are to treat them. It is therefore necessary that 
Moshe, and not Aharon, performs this sign.

When Aharon and Moshe approach Pharaoh the 
sign is completely different. Pharaoh wants to know who 
they think they are to challenge him and place demands 
on him. What makes them think they have any power to 
confront him? Here the Torah’s use of the word tanin is 
clearly an allusion to Pharaoh himself. In the haftarah we 
would have read this week, if Shabbat hadn’t been Rosh 
Chodesh, Pharaoh is called the tanin hagadol - the great 
serpent. According to Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch in 
Shemot 7:10 the symbolism here is that “Pharaoh and 
his gods are merely the staff in My hand.” And Aharon 
and Moshe both come together. Both are representing 
Hashem and it is therefore not necessary that Moshe 
perform the sign with his staff- Aharon’s is just as good- 
as he is the spokesperson for both.

So, is  this the same miracle/sign? Not at all! This is 
literally a different parsha!

‘Ashrei Ha’am SheHashem Elokav - Fortunate is 
the People that Hashem is their G-d’ for they will be 
strengthened, respected and loved by Him and his 
emissaries.


