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E 2. Once Avraham’s name was changed we are no longer allowed to call him by his previous name Avram 
(unless when learning those pesukim in the Torah) (17:5). Why then do we find that after Yaakov’s name 
was changed to Yisrael (32:29) we can still call him by his previous name of Yaakov?
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“A kiss is just a 
kiss” - or is it?
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“And Esav ran to meet him (Yaakov). He hugged him and fell on his 
neck and kissed him. And they (both) wept.”

Inside the Sefer Torah it will be noticed that 
on the word for “and he kissed him” 'וישקהו' there 
are dots on top of each letter of the word. Rashi 
commenting on this phenomenon, explains that 
there is a difference of opinion on this matter 
in the medrash. There are those who explain 
these dots to mean that Esav did not kiss Yaakov 
wholeheartedly, but Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
said that it is common knowledge that Esav 
hates Yaakov but at this moment Esav’s pity was 
aroused and he did kiss Yaakov wholeheartedly.

The dots are written on the word to 
demonstrate the change of intent on Esav’s part 
from what would be naturally assumed. The first 
opinion of the medrash, that Rashi quotes, holds 
that a kiss represents wholehearted love and the 
dots therefore suggest that this was not the case. 
In the Medrash Rabbah, Rabbi Yanai explains 
that the dots are there to teach that in reality Esav 
did not come to kiss Yaakov but rather to bite 
him and miraculously the neck of Yaakov turned 
into marble.

There are a number of questions that are 
begging to be asked on these graphic enigmatic 
Midrashim. In the end did Esav kiss Yaakov 
wholeheartedly or not? In other words which 
opinion that Rashi quotes is correct? If Yaakov’s 

neck turned into marble – why in particular 
marble and not any other hard material like the 
metals of iron or copper?

The Shem Mishmuel, Rav Shmuel Boronstein 
of Sochachov zy’’a understands that these three 
explanations of Chazal are all correct. Each one 
is another angle of approach of comprehending 
what happened when the two brothers met after 
twenty years of separation.

Basing our understanding of the situation 
from an early prayer that Yaakov uttered before his 
face to face confrontation with Esav, we begin to 
unravel the mystery as to what actually happened. 
In his heartfelt prayer Yaakov beseeched Hashem 
to save him “from the hand of his brother, the hand 
of Esav”, Yaakov was showing by mentioning 

“the hand of his brother” first, that he feared more 
the brotherliness and closeness of his brother 
than the Esav with a sword in his hand ready and 
prepared to smite the wives/mothers and children 
of Yaakov. The reason for this being that the 
proximity of Esav poses a greater danger to the 
future descendants of Yaakov. Esav could inject a 
spirit of evil into the children of Yaakov that could 
distance and impair them from reaching their 
goal and purpose in life to embrace the ways of 
Hashem through the Torah. 

A kiss represents a yearning from one party to 
another for a close intimate relationship. It was 
this sort of closeness that scared Yaakov the most.

Therefore, from one point of view Esav’s 
brotherliness towards Yaakov was aroused when 
he saw Yaakov prostrating himself in front of him 
and that part of hatred for Yaakov symbolised by 
the sword in the hand was quashed inside Esav 
at this moment in time. Hence, it would be correct 
to say Esav’s kiss was wholehearted.

However, from the other point of view, maybe 
the brutish side of Esav had momentarily 
disappeared but the hatred disguised by a veneer 
of friendliness was still very much apparent. 
Hence the kiss was not genuine. It was really 
more like a bite to cause the utmost harm 
to Yaakov.

When Yaakov’s neck turned into marble and 
not into a metal, the Shem Mishmuel explains 
this to mean that according to Halocho, marble is 
one of those materials that is not “mekabel tumah” 

– it does not absorb impurity, unlike the metals 
of copper and iron which do absorb the tumah. 
Consequently, Esav approached Yaakov with an 
intent to insert into Yaakov a perilous impurity 
through the intimacy of a kiss. However, Yaakov’s 
neck turned into marble to demonstrate the total 
unwillingness to accept such evil impurity into 
his life and the lives of his children.

From an individual like Esav a kiss is just not 
a kiss. It is a bite!

Rav Yaakov Edelstein (92) recently underwent throat surgery and since then he communicates mostly 
through writing.

Recently he has begun a type of restoration. This is a long process of work and practice, which aims to 
allow the patient to express himself somehow without vocal cords. The therapist at the ENT department at the 
hospital asked him for the first two words Rabbi Edelstein would like to practice first. In other words, what is the 
most urgent words he would like to say?

Now, pause and think for yourself. What would you answer? If you were to choose only two words of Hebrew 
vocabulary, what would you ask for? 

Rabbi Edelstein answered immediately. I want to practice saying “thank you” and saying “Amen”.

Wow. After all, this is really, in essence, the entire Torah. Thanks – Bein Adam le’Chavero, his wife, his children, 
his neighbours, grocery seller, the guard in the parking lot.  Amen – Bein Adam Le’Mokom.

Yehi Ratzon we should have the ability to talk and to use those two words as much as possible

Le Refuah Shelaimah Rabbi Yaakov ben Miriam. Amen 


