
Following the enormous success of 
its halachic SMS service ShailaText, 
the Federation is this week launching a 
new communal resource, MaaserText, 
in response to the many she’eilos it has 
received regarding Israeli fruit and 
vegetables purchased in the United 
Kingdom. 

While some people try to avoid 
purchasing Israeli produce because of 
lack of knowledge about taking terumos 
and maasros, this is not necessary. 

The Federation is keen to make life 
easier for the public and provide a simple 
and practical method to fulfil these 
important mitzvos, while educating 

people about the complex halachos 
involved.

The MaaserText service is believed to 
be the only one in the world that operates 
on a “tithe as you go” basis. Rather than 
being a membership system, people 
simply send a text message each time they 
want to take terumos and maasros. 

Each text message entitles them to 
one-off use of the Federation’s special 
prutah chamurah coin, obtained by taking 
terumos and maasros on vadai tevel 
(previously untithed) grapes grown in a 
privately-owned garden in Eretz Yisrael. 

The new service has been set up by 

Professional development for teachers in 
Orthodox Jewish schools in North London 
took a new turn recently with an innovative 
course on behaviour management targeted 
specifically at staff working in one to one 
settings.

Attended by educators from a range 
of schools and settings, the three-session 
course offered practical advice on dealing 
with difficult behaviours, ranging from 
defiance through ADHD-hyperactive type 
behaviours to temper tantrums. The course 
was hands-on, with participants taking part 
in deep pressure exercises to experience 
their calming effects, and viewing various 
gadgets that promote self-regulation in a fun, 

positive way. For example, an inexpensive 
clockwork penguin that does a series of 
flip-overs when wound up can be used for 
a child who has difficulty with self-control, 
to teach them — in gradually increasing 
increments of time — to keep their hands to 
themselves until the toy finishes moving. As 
a reward, the child can operate the penguin 
independently. This simple technique has 
been used successfully with children who 
have impulsive behaviours, ADHD and 
autism.

The course was facilitated by Mrs. 
R. Atkins, a qualified and experienced 
behaviour specialist who consults for a 

Federation Launches  
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Successful Course on Behaviour 
Management in a 1:1 Setting

See story page 47

Manchester

Page

43
Page

44
Page

45
Page

49Anti-Semitic Graffiti 
In Stamford Hill

Camp Horizon Teaches the 
Fun of Being Responsible

Germany’s FM Congratulates 
Berlin Rabbi

Human Remains 
Found Near Nazi Site

Lawrence Purcell

Headed by the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, a hachnasas sefer Torah was held in the Vizhnitz beis medrash, Manchester, dedicated by Reb Dovid Adler.

Celebrating With the Torah
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(L to R) Rabbi Danny Mirvis, Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis and Mr. Danny Lamm, president of Mizrachi 
Melbourne, at the induction of Rabbi Danny Mirvis as Rav of the shul.

Last week, Rabbi Danny Mirvis was 
inducted as Rav of Mizrachi Synagogue, 
Melbourne, by the Chief Rabbi of the 
Commonwealth, his father Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis.

On a brief visit together with his 
wife, Chief Rabbi Mirvis participated 
in Tuesday’s ceremony, attended by a 
capacity audience of congregants and 
supporters.

Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis said, “The 
opportunity to induct my son, Rabbi 
Danny, into office at such a vibrant, 
wonderful community is both a great 
privilege as Chief Rabbi and an extremely 
proud moment for Valerie and me as 
parents. 

“We extend our blessings and 
warm wishes to Rabbi Danny and [his 
wife] Althea and the entire Mizrachi 
Organisation as it commences an exciting 
new chapter in its ongoing success story.”

Speaking to the Australian Jewish 
News, Rabbi Danny Mirvis said, “Althea 

and I have immensely enjoyed our first 
year at Mizrachi and we look forward 
to forging even stronger bonds with the 
community in our new roles.

“It is a tremendous privilege to have 
my parents here for this special occasion, 
and to be inducted into office by my father 
and rabbinic mentor. I am honoured to 
be following in the footsteps of esteemed 
predecessors, and am excited to lead 
Mizrachi in the next stage of its proud 
history.”

In a particularly moving moment 
during the ceremony, Chief Rabbi Mirvis 
placed the tallis he was given at his 
inauguration on his son’s shoulders, to be 
worn on Shabbos and Yom Tov.

Rabbi Danny Mirvis was born in Dublin 
and brought up in London. He learned in 
the Har Etzion Yeshivah and served in the 
IDF Rabbinate’s Torah Ethics for Warfare 
unit. He has held numerous educational 
roles prior to arriving in Melbourne last 
year.

Chief Rabbi Inducts Son  
In Melbourne

wide range of schools and organisations in 
North and North West London.

Although it is perceived that school 
behaviour management is a classroom 
rather than a one to one issue, in reality 
children who need individual support will 
sometimes act out in challenging ways. 
This may result from their special needs — 
for example, a child with speech and 
language difficulties may get frustrated at 
his inability to express himself — or from 
a feeling of pressure due to demands being 
placed on the child that exceed his ability to 
cope.

Ironically, this pressure may be greatest 
on those children least able to handle it. 
“In most regular classroom situations,” 
explained Mrs. Atkins, “there are times 
when a child can briefly ‘turn down’ their 
concentration level without any undue 
impact. However, in one to one situations 
— especially with children whose day 
may include several individual learning 
or therapy sessions — the laser beam of 
the adult’s focus is on them intensely, 
without the diffusing effect of a classroom 
situation. A child may then react against 

the pressure by misbehaving.” Mrs. Atkins 
pointed out, “All behaviour is purposive. If 
we can eliminate the reasons for negative 
behaviour, we can usually eliminate the 
behaviour. Baruch Hashem, it’s incredibly 
effective.” 

Visual timetables of various types were 
demonstrated, and their value in providing 
a child with routine and structure was 
emphasised. 

A module on the use of appropriate 
language generated much debate. For 
example, rather than asking a child, “Can 
you take out your work now?” — which 
in some children will typically elicit the 
response “No!” — research shows that 
stating, “I need you to take out your work 
now,” is more effective. 

The course was devised in response 
to demand following a highly acclaimed 
series on general behaviour management, 
which to date has trained some 60 
school practitioners in practical tips and 
techniques for effective discipline. That 
groundbreaking series linked behaviour 
and literacy, and was co-facilitated by Mrs. 
F. Herzka, a qualified specialist in specific 
learning difficulties.

Successful Course on  
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Dayan Yehonoson Hool of the Federation 
Beis Din, after consultation with Rav 
Yosef Efrati, shlita, the world-renowned 
expert in this area of halachah, taking 
into consideration many chumros and 
ensuring that it meets the highest level of 
halachic obligation. 

MaaserText will operate in 
conjunction with Keren HaMaasros 
of England, established in the United 
Kingdom over 16 years ago, and will be 
overseen and managed on a daily basis 
by the Federation’s Director of Beis Din 
Operations, Dayan Yehoshua Posen. 
Rabbi Yisroel Moshe Guttentag of 
ShailaText has also been instrumental 
in planning and launching the service. 
After the text has been sent, users are 
automatically directed to instructions 
that have been designed to present the 

hafrashah procedure in a simplified, 
accurate manner. These instructions 
are also available by email or from the 
Federation’s Head Office. 

The Federation has also put together 
a list of frequently asked questions on 
the service, and as always any further 
she’eilos can be sent to the ShailaText 
team. 

MaaserText has been sponsored l’ilui 
nishmas Reb Shlomo Winegarten, z”l, 
former Vice President of the Federation. 

His son, Federation Trustee Moshe 
Winegarten, said: “As with ShailaText 
and our Sheimos L’Geniza facility, we are 
delighted to launch this new service for 
the benefit of the entire kehillah. 

“It is a huge zechus for people in chutz 
laaretz to be able to purchase produce 
from Eretz Yisrael and fulfil these 
important halachos, and we are proud to 
be facilitating this via MaaserText.”  
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Tallahassee Chabad House Damaged by Hurricane Hermine
Hurricane Hermine was the first hur-

ricane to hit Florida directly in 10 years, 
and left significant damage in its wake and 
days in the dark for many in Tallahassee 
and surrounding communities.

Flooded homes and buildings will 
need major repair, as will various infra-
structure, including downed power lines 
and broken utility poles. While the water 
has receded, the residual effects, includ-
ing mold and mildew, will linger. Some 
100,000 city residents were without 
electricity in the immediate aftermath 
of the Category 1 storm, with an estimat-
ed 21,000 homes still without lights or 
air-conditioning.

Among the latter are Rabbi Shneur Zal-
man and Chanie Oirechman, co-directors 
of Chabad Lubavitch of the Panhandle in 
Tallahassee, and the parents of nine chil-

dren who range in age from six months to 
17 years old. The couple says the Chabad 
House sustained significant damage.

“It has a major leak in the roof, and 
there’s water on the carpets that will 
need to be replaced. Plus, the basement 
got filled up with water and there’s mil-
dew,” says Rabbi Oirechman, noting that 
they serve local residents and students at 
Florida State University and Tallahassee 
Community College. “There’s massive 
work that will need to be done, and we still 
need to get an estimate on roof repairs.”

Chanie Oirechman said that the storm, 
which hit Florida’s state capital overnight 
Thursday into Friday, also destroyed more 
than $5,000 worth of their food.

“We spent the summer months prepar-
ing for the new semester and school year 
by getting the programs planned and the 

food bought,” she explains. “We had six 
freezers with food, including meats and 
chicken for the upcoming Yomim Tovim 
that we have to throw away. And it’s not 
just the frozen foods, but the dry items as 
well because it’s so hot and humid, it can 
[attract bugs].”

The Oirechmans did what they could 
to salvage some food items on Friday, just 
hours before Shabbos. Mrs. Oirechman 
says that “the older kids grilled every-
thing they could, and we sent some of it to 
a homeless shelter and some to others in 
our community.”

They used some food for the Shabbos 
meals, but there was no way to refrigerate 
the leftovers. The family has been making 
do with matzah, peanut butter, vegeta-
bles and fruit, among other items.

“It hasn’t been the most pleasant expe-

rience, but we have to be here for whoev-
er needs us,” says Mrs.Oirechman.

The Oirechmans have been reaching 
out to affected community members—
and vice versa. Nearly a dozen people 
joined them for the Friday night seu-
dah, despite the pitch-black atmosphere 
caused by no electricity and a torrent of 
rain; students have turned to them for 
bottled water and bags of store-bought 
ice; and some residents have called, seek-
ing the couple’s counsel or simply to see a 
friendly face.

As they wait for the power to come 
back on, the couple is looking ahead. 
With Rosh Hashanah less than one month 
away—they traditionally provide kosher 
Yom Tov dinners to more than 1,000 peo-
ple—they know they have to get back to 
business as soon as possible.


