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MaaserText’s Chol Hamoed 
Visit to Southend Pier

On Thursday of Chol Hamoed, Erev 
Shevii shel Pesach, Dayan Yehonoson 
Dovid Hool of the Federation Beis Din 
travelled with his sons to Southend, to 
dispose of the Federation’s Maasertext 
maaser sheini coins.

On Erev Shevii shel Pesach in the fourth 
and seventh year of the shemittah cycle, 
all maaser sheini that has not yet been 
consumed must be disposed of, a process 
called biur maasros. Nowadays, we cannot 
fulfil the mitzvah of eating maaser sheini 
in Yerushalayim as we are all considered 
tamei, and so we redeem all maaser 
sheini onto a coin. This coin must then 
be disposed of on the above dates, in a 
manner which ensures that it will not be 
discovered and used ever again. This is 
usually done by casting the coin into the 
sea.

Southend Pier, at 1.34 miles long, is the 
longest pleasure pier in the world. From 
the far end of the pier, the Dayan cast the 
maaser sheini coins into the sea.

On Sunday, isru chag, the Federation 
and the Keren Hamaasros of England, 
based in Gateshead, obtained new prutah 
chamurah coins that are available for the 
general public. This was done with the 

aid of Rabbi Shaul Reichenberg of the 
Beis Hamedrash Govo’ah Lehalachah 
Behityashvut in Eretz Yisrael. 

Anticipating this, a year and a half ago 
he had prepared wine from grapes grown 
in the second year of the shemittah cycle 
(in the third year there is no maaser sheini, 
and the fourth year produce, for which 
there will be maaser sheini, has not yet 
been harvested by Pesach), but interrupted 
the process early, and put the half-finished 
wine in the freezer until after Pesach this 
year. As the wine was not yet fully made, 
it did not yet reach the stage at which biur 
maasros applied on Chol Hamoed. 

On isru chag, Rabbi Reichenberg 
defrosted the unfinished product and 
completed the process of making the wine. 
He then separated terumos and maasros, 
including maaser sheini, and upon the 
directive of Rabbi Yossi Galandauer 
of Keren Hamaasros and Dayan Hool, 
he redeemed maaser sheini onto coins 
belonging to them. 

These coins now have prutos chamuros 
on them and are available to the public for 
redeeming maaser sheini from produce 
bought in the United Kingdom that 
originated in Eretz Yisrael.

Dayan YD Hool on Southend Pier.

Pre Pesach Simply Cycling  at the Boggart Hole Clough Athletics track, Manchester.

Having fun at the annual Talmud Torah Chinuch Neorim, Manchester, funfair.
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Hagalas keilim in Golders Green before Pesach.


