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‘The Missing Link’
There is one word, a value, that is entirely missing from public and private discourse in 
contemporary society. There are no public debates about its identity, relevance and meaning, 
no academic journals, no conferences. You can’t study it in University (only incidentally as 
part of theology or religion), there isn’t a single TED talk on this topic. In short, it just simply 
does not feature at all as part of our cultural milieu.

That word, that value, is kedusha, holiness, 

sanctity.

By way of contrast, ethics and morality 

do however feature very prominently. There 

is much impassioned debate in many fora 

regarding the morality and ethics of business 

and the markets, the rationing of medical 

care and resources, human rights, women’s 

rights, children’s rights, animal rights, rights 

of every shade and stripe, environmental 

ethics, the refugee crisis, the morality of war, 

cheating in sport, the use of torture etc. There 

are currently over 1,000 degree courses in the 

UK in which ethics feature. The significance 

of this disparity cannot be overstated. We 

have a world struggling to find meaning and 

purpose, and apparently genuinely concerned 

with notions of right and wrong, yet utterly 

convinced that it is able to ‘go it alone’. Man 

will be the ultimate arbiter of right and wrong, 

and do so by means of reason alone. Or so 

the tune goes. The self-assuredness that 

logic and reason will prevail over self-interest, 

duplicity, greed, and all other manner of vices 

and human frailties, is clearly misplaced. All 

the cultural icons and institutions held up as 

exemplars of virtue and nobility, have been 

knocked down like ninepins in the last decade. 

Hardly a week goes by without a top-tier 

financial institution being fined millions for 

financial impropriety, a media darling being 

arrested for unspeakable behaviour, a sports 

personality or institution investigated for 

doping or bribery and corruption. 

One of the best-known data points in the 

anti-corruption field, is the estimate from 

Global Financial Integrity that US$ 1.1 trillion 

in proceeds of corruption, crime and tax 

evasion are taken from developing countries 

every year and invested in Western banks, real 

estate, and luxury goods. The volume of illicit 

financial flows is higher than the total value of 

development aid and foreign direct investment 

into poor countries combined. 

Rav Yitzchak Hutner zt’’l, upon being shown 

a photo of the monolithic UN Headquarters in 

New York, was reported as commenting with 

his trademark insight and prescience, that the 

structure was in actuality ‘the matzeivah of 

emmes’ – the headstone for the internment of 

truth itself. 

When morality is outsourced away from the 

Divine, chaos and anarchy is the natural result. 

Avrohom Ovinu understood this well - ֵאין  ַרק 

ִאְשִׁתּי ְדַּבר  ַעל  ַוֲהָרגּוִני  ַהֶזּה  ַבָּמּקֹום  ֱאֹלקים   if‘ – ִיְרַאת 

there is no fear of Heaven in this place, they 

will kill me to legitimise stealing my wife’ – the 

veneer of morality is paper-thin, and without 

real foundation, unless it is based upon an 

acknowledgment of the authority of Hashem.

We are charged with a national mission – 

to be a קדוש וגוי  כהנים   a Kingdom of - ממלכת 

Priests, and a Holy Nation. Every mitzva is 

preceded by the words אשר קדשנו במצותיו. This 

Sedra opens with a general mitzva incumbent 

upon every Jew – תהיו  Be holy, its – !קדושים 

simply not good enough to avoid transgressing 

aveiros – כי קדוש אני - for you are connected to 

Me, says Hashem – I gave you a נשמה טהורה – 

preserve it, protect it, don’t expose it to טומאה, 

it is not enough to be good and kind and 

moral, important though that is. Be constantly 

conscious of the quest for elevated and refined 

thoughts, speech and actions. 

The מהרש"א (Avoda Zara 3a) in an 

astounding comment, (in response to the 

question of our celebrating Shavuos on the 

50th, rather than the 51st day of the Omer, when 

Mattan Torah actually took place), sees the 

significance of having completed the Sefira 

period, having fostered the correct approach to 

Torah and purified ourselves from the tumah 

of Mitzrayim, as the yirah that must precede 

the chochma

נ״א  ביום  אח׳׳כ  שזכינו  הטהרה  נגמרה  נ׳  שביום  "ולפי 
לקבל התורה קבע השי״ת אותו יום חמישים חג שבועות 

כי יראת חטא קודם לחכמה במעלה ובזמן”

This avoda is what we celebrate every year, 

for, in his immortal words, the yiras shamayim 

that we generate is more significant than the 

events of the subsequent day when we were 

actually given the Torah! And so, for all time, 

the date of Shavuos is set, as the day that 

we celebrate the achievement of integrating 

tahara and yirah into our lives, enabling us to 

have the correct approach to Torah.
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