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E 2. What is the understanding that the final verdict to the appearance of tzaraas must be 
said only by a Kohen?
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Superficial defects –  
a wholesome inside
As Jews we know that though at times we may stray from a path of Torah, our potential 
remains genuinely good.

צרעת נגע  בשרו  בעור  יהיה  כי   the – אדם 

affliction of tzora’as is to be found 

superficially in the outer skin and not 

deep in the flesh. Expounding on these 

words, the Ohr HaChayim sets the 

scene for us on a Parsha whose theme 

is one of reproach for aveiros. We, as a 

nation, are uniquely equipped to face 

our imperfections and rectify them, 

because we know that our defects are 

merely superficial - בעור בשרו.

Sfas Emes adds further insight. 

Miriam was the first to be punished with 

tzora’as. The Loshon Horah which she 

spoke against her brother Moshe led 

her to be confined for seven days due to 

her negah. Yet the choice of timing for 

this event and its punishment deserves 

our attention. Was it truly necessary to 

punish her against the backdrop of our 

exodus from 210 years of slavery?

Quoting the words of Ramban, Sfas 

Emes explains that tzora’as is in fact 

testimony to our true lofty status as 

Hashem’s nation. Not allowing bad to 

cling to His chosen nation, Hashem 

expels the inner spiritual decay, 

purifying the essence and the neshomo 

of the metzoro; and the malaise instead 

manifests itself as a physical ailment. 

The auspicious time of yetzias 

miztrayim, when a new and deep bond 

was formed with Klal Yisroel, was 

truly the appropriate time to define our 

relationship with Hashem. Hashem, we 

were being taught, would forever be at 

our side helping Klal Yisroel to fulfill 

their role in this world. 

למרים א-לקיך  ד‘  עשה  אשר  את   זכור 

‘Remember what Hashem did to 

Miriam’. This tzora’as episode forms 

the basis of an instruction to recall 

what Hashem did. Chazal explain that 

in the instruction to remember the 

episode really lies a warning to ensure 

that we avoid speaking loshon horo. 

Why the lack of clarity in instructing on 

this matter, would a simple ‘remember 

not to speak Loshon Horah’ not suffice?

Sfas Emes explains that although 

the actual directive of this Posuk is that 

we not speak loshon horah, it needed to 

be cloaked in the unforgettable event of 

Miriam’s tzora’as. Mirroring Hashem’s 

approach, this background would serve 

to ensure that we would be inspired to 

play our part in ensuring that no bad 

‘cling to us’. 

Picturing the averiah and its physical 

manifestation clinging feebly to the 

body surely has an added benefit to the 

sinner. When faced with it, an aveira 

temptation will always seem glorious 

and golden - the potential benefits great 

and the pleasure so satisfying. Yet, once 

the aveira is over and with the benefit of 

hindsight, the gains seem few and the 

pleasure transient and minimal. Seeing 

the aveirah itself ‘in the flesh’ will 

allow the metzoroh a true perspective 

on aveirah and its consequences – the 

temptation won’t quite be the same 

next time. 

Showing up the defects of the 

superficial - encourages us to cultivate 

a wholesome inside.


