
General Crime:
2016 has been a year where Shomrim, 

a Proactive Neighbourhood Watch in 
Stamford Hill, has worked tirelessly to 
support victims from all local communities 
and helped bring offenders to justice. In 
2016, Shomrim in Stamford Hill directly 
assisted with the arrest of 136 suspected 
offenders who were accused of committing 
crimes, including assault, burglary, 
criminal damage, drunk driving, fraud 
and skimmers at cash machines, indecent 
exposure, theft from/of motor vehicles, 
possession of offensive weapons, pedal 
cycle theft, violent robbery, and racially 
aggravated/motivated crimes, as well as 
helping locate and arrest many wanted 
fugitives on the run. 

Let’s take a closer look at some 
stories behind the statistics.

Missing People
Shomrim volunteers conduct and 

assist regularly with searches for 
vulnerable missing people, and in 2016 
the dedicated volunteers of Shomrim 
in Stamford Hill successfully helped 
locate 31 missing people, from elderly 
people suffering from Alzheimer’s, to 
young children who wandered off at the 
playground, to people suffering from 
severe depression — the reason matters 
not, our volunteers are there to search 
throughout the day and night.

The Federation Beis Din has 
launched a Small-Claims Beis Din 
service in order to speedily hear claims 
for up to £5,000. The service is the first 
of its kind in the U.K. kehillah and has 
been developed in response to great 
demand from the community.

The service will be under the 
authority of the Federation’s Av 
Beis Din, Dayan Yisroel Yaakov 
Lichtenstein, and will be run by Dayan 
Yehonoson Dovid Hool. Dayan Hool 
joined the beis din last year after more 
than two decades in Eretz Yisrael, 
where he sat on the Nesivos Chaim 
Beis Din in addition to the beis din of 

Rabbi Nissim Karelitz, shlita. 
Dayan Hool explained that the 

service will have a fast turnaround, and 
because cases will be heard by a single 
Dayan at a reduced rate, they will be 
extremely affordable. Hazmanos will 
not be sent; cases will be heard only 
with the consent of both parties, and 
will usually be allotted a one-hour time 
slot, booked in advance. To ensure 
minimum costs to the parties, they will 
not be permitted to be accompanied 
by professional counsel, but must 
represent themselves. In most cases 
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40Winter Camps for 
Special Children

Kollel Binyan Simcha 
Celebrates 10 Years

Knesset Yehezkel Events 
Help Understand Fast Day

Connecting Children 
With Their Parents

Lawrence Purcell

Dancing at the Gateshead Yeshivah event in Manchester.

Gateshead Comes to Manchester
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Aleinu Conference Addresses Challenges in 
Jewish Outreach

Groundbreaking Torah perspectives 
emanated from 170 Rabbanim, 
Rebbetzins and mechanchim from 40 
organisations across Anglo-Jewry who 
took part in the largest U.K. conference 
on the contemporary challenges of 
Jewish outreach to date.

The two-day Aleinu conference, now 
in its fourth year, brought together a 
diverse range of professionals engaged 
in the mitzvah of kiruv rechokim. It is a 
joint project of the Jewish Futures Trust, 
the JLE, SEED, and the Rabbinical 
Council of the United Synagogue, and 
enjoys supports from many communal 
organisations.

The conference was particularly 
delighted to welcome Rabbi Moshe 
Weinberger and Rabbi Aharon 
Lopiansky, who were flown in especially 
from the United States to illuminate 
some of the most pressing issues and 
challenges making their way across 

the Atlantic to British kehillos. The two 
Rabbanim presented sessions together 
and separately, giving their distinct and 
broad approaches. In-depth shiurim and 
seminars on professional development 
that are not generally available were 
thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by 
the participants.

Rabbi Weinberger, Rav of 
Congregation Aish Kodesh in Woodmere, 
New York, drew from his sefer on the 
halachos of kiruv and over 30 years’ 
experience working in outreach.

He said, “The tachlis of kiruv is not 
about making people religious.

“Success is often thought about as 
numbers and statistics, but these are 
business models that are not Jewish 
thinking. Kiruv is to bring the light of 
Hashem to our brothers and sisters and 
the entire world. For Torah and halachah 
to educate and inspire others, that’s our 
job, that’s our tachlis.”

“If I can make, even in the tiniest way, 
someone feel more of a Jew, to think 
more like a Jew – if I could educate 
him even in one area of his life to give 
thought to the fact that there is a Borei 
Olam, and he is one of Hashem’s people, 
one of Hashem’s children –  then that’s 
being successful,” Rav Weinberger 
added.

Rabbi Lopiansky, Rosh Yeshivah of 
Yeshiva Gedola of Greater Washington, 
told the conference that everyone “has 
a chiyuv to be marbitz Torah in whatever 
way they can.”

“This conference is full of people 
who have made the transition that kiruv 
is more than just a big mitzvah, but is 
aleinu, an achrayus, glima al kasfai, as it 
says in the kesubah, is on our shoulders. 
This is the message of Yehudah taking 
responsibility for the shevatim,” the 
Rosh Yeshivah said.

Aleinu co-founder Rabbi Naftali 

Schiff said the conference’s aim is to 
“move from organisations working 
as yechidim to macro-thinking, to 
create strategies for the Jewish 
future facing our kehillos. Aleinu was 
founded to break down walls between 
organisations who all do incredible 
work, to pool resources and do that 
work with achdus. The greatest 
malaise affecting our organisations is 
communal ego. We have to remedy this 
by working together.”

Rabbi Nosson Shlomo Liss of 
Highgate United Synagogue, chair of 
the Rabbinical Council of the United 
Synagogue and Aleinu steering 
group member, said, “Aleinu is now a 
massive scale annual event attracting 
Rabbanim, Rebbetzins and teachers 
from across the country and world, 
learning from one another to advance 
the avodas hakodesh of helping other 
Jews on their Jewish journeys.”

Parents as Pillars of Truth
MORDECHAI ULLMAN

What is the role of parents vis a vis 
school? Is it merely filling gaps left 
by the educational system or is there 
something more fundamental?

This was the subject of an essential 
lecture given by Rav Ahron Lopiansky, 
Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshiva of Greater 
Washington and son-in-law of the 
Mirrer Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Beinish 
Finkel, zt”l.

Held at a packed Bridge Lane Beis 
Hamedrash, the talk was under the 
auspices of Klal Chazon, the renowned 
organisation that has taken upon itself 
the responsibility of ensuring the 
transmission of our pure mesorah to the 
next generation.  

Chazon Director Rabbi Shimshon 
Silkin gave opening words, expressing 
the privilege of NW London in hosting 
Rav Lopiansky, whose profound wisdom 
has been immensely appreciated by 
dozens of mechanchim and Rabbanim in 
the United Kingdom over the course of 
his visit.

The Rosh Yeshivah explained that 

a person’s primary opinion on issues 
is based on what they experienced in 
their youth. Hashem has set up a system 
wherein children’s first impressions 
are received from their parents. They 
therefore are most influenced by what 
their parents transmit as truth – not 
merely with lip-service but by their 
lifestyle. 

A parent who expresses how they 
themselves find a mitzvah challenging – 
but adheres to it nonetheless – achieves 
more than a parent who tells of the great 
value of a mitzvah but does not live up to 
his words.

This firm baseline, said Rav 
Lopiansky, is what allows even those 
who stray to have what to return to.

This, he said, is why it is immensely 
important that parents do not contradict 
the school system or Rabbanim, as 
this produces great confusion in the 
child’s mind. The child will be left in 
a huge quandary as to whose opinion 
to respect. Beyond the individual 
issue that the parent disagrees with, 
this contradiction shakes the very 
foundations of the child’s view of emes.

Rav Lopiansky’s speech was followed 
with an informative Question-and-
Answer session, with many using the 

opportunity to gain further insight into 
the challenge – and great privilege – of 
childrearing.

Avi Yodaiken

Rabbi Aharon Lopiansky speaking for Klal Chazon during his brief visit to the UK.

Why is there a need for the  
Small-Claims Beis Din?

Many cases of financial dispute 
involve sums of less than £5,000. The 
costs of a full din Torah in a beis din 
would limit the feasibility of going to 
beis din. People must be able to have 
their issues arbitrated and resolved 
by a beis din, and this service will 
allow the parties to do so speedily, 
efficiently and with minimum cost.

What sort of cases do you 
envisage being brought?

Anything that involves a financial 
dispute, including employer-
employee disputes, issues involving 
neighbours, loans and guarantors, 
tort (damages), sale of goods, rental 

agreements, and the like.

Is this service a halachically 
approved din Torah procedure?

Everyone has a right to a din Torah in 
front of three Dayanim, and to be allowed 
to take as much time as is necessary 
for the case to be heard. However, the 
halachah allows for parties to mutually 
agree to adjust the rules for procedure. If 
both parties agree to it, they can agree to 
the procedural rules of the Small-Claims 
Beis Din. These include a limited time 
allotted for the case, and for the case to be 
heard by a single Dayan. The advantages 
of this approach include a speedy 
resolution of the case, for a nominal fee, 
in what is perhaps a more discreet and 
less confrontational setting.  

Will the Small-Claims Beis Din 
make a pesharah — a compromise?

The Dayan will rule in line with the 
halachah. On occasion, if the situation 
justifies it, the Dayan may offer a 
compromise to the parties. If either 
party insists on din, though, the Dayan 
will rule with din and not pesharah.

What happens if one party refuses 
to abide by the ruling — is it 
binding in English law as well as 
halachah?

Both parties sign on an arbitration 
agreement before the proceedings. This 
ensures that the psak of the Dayan will 
be binding both in halachah and also in 
English law, and the courts will be able 
to enforce the psak if necessary.

a brief, written psak will be issued 
within 72 hours.

Dayan Hool commented, “The Torah 
requires Jews to have their financial 
disputes adjudicated by a beis din and 
not in the national courts. However, a 
din Torah in a beis din can sometimes 
be very time-consuming and expensive. 
Beis din must not be an option only for 
cases involving large sums of money. 
The kehillah must provide a service 
that enables people to have their 
financial issues resolved according to 
the halachah, even in cases where the 
sums involved are relatively small. The 
Federation has responded to that need 
by establishing a streamlined system 
that will allow people the option to 
have all types of commercial and 
financial issues resolved according to 
halachah in beis din.
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