
HENDON

AS PART of the ongoing commitment 
of The Federation toward the professional 
development of its Rabbonim and Dayonim, 
a half-day conference was held at The Pillar 
Hotel.  Organised by the Federation’s Director 
of Education, Rabbi Dovid Roberts, the event 
was themed to reflect the diverse demands 
and expectations made of the Rov in an 
increasingly complex world.

The conference was built upon the 
recognition of the reality that a Rov needs to 
function as posek, educator, mediator and 
gateway to therapeutic help, as well as being 
a friend and support.  Many of these skills are 
honed and perfected over time, often learning 
“on the job”, utilising experience.  However, 
the opportunity to hear from experts in the 
field is clearly a preferred route.  

The participants were afforded the 
opportunity to engage on an array of subjects, 
including a shiur from Dayan Yehonoson Hool, 
newly appointed to the Federation Beis Din, 
on the parameters of psak, and the nuanced 
approaches needed to ensure that the person 
is ‘paskened’, as well as the case.  

Rabbi Yoni Hamilton of Relief Resources 
enlightened the audience on the challenges 
of ensuring that the Rov is cognisant of the 
numerous avenues available in terms of 
modern psychotherapy and psychological 
support. This ensures that the Rov, as gateway 
to professional support, has access to a 
comprehensive list of suitable practitioners 
and clinicians.   

Mr Jonathan Rabson delivered a sobering, 
yet pertinent presentation on the subject of 
keeping the kehilla and the Rov safe, in a world 
where sadly there are individuals who are not 
safe to be with our precious young charges.  

A roundtable debate followed, with the 
Rabbonim and Dayonim discussing a range 
of contemporary issues that they encounter in 

their Avodas Hakodesh.  Mr Andrew Cohen, 
President, and Rabbi Avi Lazarus, CEO, 
joined the discussion to share the plans and 
vision they and the Trustees have to take the 
Federation to the next level in its provision of 
services to the kehilla.

The Rosh Beis Din, Dayan Yisroel Yaakov 
Lichtenstein, after expressing his pleasure at 
the opportunity to sit and discuss important 
issues with the Rabbonim, reminded the 
Rabbonim that besides paskening, and giving 
shiurim, the Rov needs to be conscious that his 
main role is to support his kehilla, and to help 
them grow in their Yiddishkeit.

Mr Cohen outlined the many exciting 
developments the Federation has undertaken 
in the last few years, and shared a number 
of new developments in the pipeline, in the 
field of Mehadrin Kashrus, new communities 
lining up to join, and declared his commitment 
to ensuring that the resurgent organisation 
would continue down the path of renewed 
energy and dynamism, and is well placed to 
make a real impact on the frum kehillos of the 
United Kingdom.

A similar conference is planned for the 
Rebbetzins in due course.

WEST END

Over 60 Rabbonim and Rebbetzins attended 
the annual dinner of the Rabbinical Council 

of the United Synagogue.  The Rabbonim, 
collectively, have been learning Tractate 
Chullin and this Talmud study was completed 
by Rabbi Meir Salasnik who conducted the 
siyum, honouring the memory of his late 
father, Rabbi Eli Salasnik ztl. 

Rabbi Baruch Davis (Chigwell & Hainault), 
outgoing chairman of the RCUS, paid tribute 
to Rabbi and Mrs Salasnik for their decades 
of service to the US rabbinate and highlighted 
Rabbi Salasnik’s period as a former chairman 
of the RCUS. 

Rabbi Nicky Liss (Highgate), who recently 
succeeded Rabbi Davis, assuming the role of 
acting chairman of the RCUS, presented a set 
of advanced Torah studies to Rabbi Davis on 
behalf of the Rabbinical Council, in recognition 
of his five-year term of office. The Chief Rabbi, 
who was unable to attend, sent a message 
complimenting the Salasniks on many years of 
service to the rabbinate and wished them well 
in their imminent retirement to Eretz Yisroel. 

Rabbi Menachem Salasnik, eldest son of 
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Salasnik,  then reminisced 
on his parents’ many years of spiritual 
leadership of the Bushey Community.

The dinner was held at the Montcalm Hotel 
in Central London.
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DISAPPOINTMENT has been 
expressed within the Edgware 
community at the decision of Barnet 
Council’s Licensing Sub-Committee to 
grant a new late-night licence to a local 
restaurant. 

It will allow the sale and consumption 
of alcohol at the Holywood Café and 
live music entertainment there until 
12.30 am at weekends.

The restaurant, situated at the corner 
of Penshurst Gardens and Station Road, 
specialises in Romanian cuisine. Many 
of its customers are of East European 
background, very few being residents 
of Edgware.

Some 70 objectors from Edgware 
sat in the public gallery at Hendon 
Town Hall on Monday morning 
during the meeting of the Licensing 
Sub-Committee to demonstrate their 
disapproval of the application. A 
number of them spoke at the meeting, 
complaining that the granting of such 
a licence would cause huge disturbance 
and fear in the surrounding area.

Mrs Joanne Woolich pointed out 

that the premises are just a few metres 
away from blocks of flats and houses 
in Penshurst Gardens and St Margarets 
Road. She described the streets as 
“quiet and respectful, mainly consisting 
of families with young children as well 
as the old, where people live together 
with tolerance, manners and dignity”. 
She said “I already sometimes hear 
youths shouting at night between my 
house and Station Road. We get litter 
thrown in our front garden from time 
to time. Granting the licence would 
only serve to make the noise even 
more disruptive by attracting even 
more youths to the corner, added to 
the issue of drunkenness… I dread the 
consequences.”

Another resident, Richard Harris, 
cited the prospect of drunks climbing 
walls, screaming foul language, 
smashing windows and vandalising 
cars, acts which had already occurred. 
To public applause he declared, “Surely 
no ordinary restaurant should need to 
serve alcohol and have live music in a 
quiet suburb such as ours after 10.30 
pm.  Why should such a licence be 
appropriate beyond that time?”

Edgware Councillor Brian Gordon 
said he had received nearly 200 
messages from anxious residents, in 
a rare spontaneous display of public 
outrage. He said “I would not usually 
seek to reject or restrict the freedom of 
businesses locally, unless there were 
something exceptional. I do consider 
this exceptional in view of the volume 
of concern and the unusually sensitive 
and exposed location of the premises. 
We had very unpleasant experiences 
with a pub operating some years 
ago just a few doors away from these 
premises, where fights and criminal 
activity were quite common. We do not 
wish this to be repeated.”

The three Councillors on the 
Licensing Sub-Committee, sitting as a 
tribunal, took account of the objections 
to a limited extent. They granted the 
licence, but restricted its weekend 

operation to a finishing time of 12.30 
am, an hour to two hours earlier than 
the timings sought by the applicant. Cllr 
John Hart, Chairman, explained that 
in spite of the objections which were 
well understood, he and his colleagues 
were constrained by law not to reject 
the application outright unless there 
were proven past problems relating to 
the restaurant proprietors themselves.
Furthermore, the police had given 
their consent and the applicant, who 
spoke and answered questions at 
the meeting, had agreed to a list of 
significant conditions regarding safety, 
security and sound insulation. He said 
“We would have the power to revoke or 
modify the licence in the future if fears 
expressed by residents proved to be 
justified, by serious disturbance, crime 
or anti-social behaviour at or around 
the restaurant.” 

Café licence 
granted despite 
opposition
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